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August 9, 1999

99-168
For Immediate Release:

DAVIDSON APPOINTED AS EDUCATION NETWORK STATE CO-COORDINATOR
CHARLESTON -- Eric Davidson, assistant director for health education and
promotion at Eastern Illinois University's Health Service, was recently appointed as
Illinois state co-coordinator for the BACCHUS and GAMMA Peer Education Network.
The network is an international association of college- and university-based peer
education programs focusing on alcohol abuse prevention and other related student
health and safety issues. Currently, the network represents more than 900 chapters
nationally.
It is the mission of the association to actively promote peer education as a useful
element of campus health education and well ness efforts. The philosophy of the
organization is that students play a uniquely effective role, unmatched by professional
educators, in encouraging their peers to consider, talk honestly about, and develop
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responsible habits, attitudes and lifestyles regarding alcohol and related issues.
Davidson will join a network of other state coordinators who work to provide
communication, share resources and coordinate networking opportunities with the more
than 40 Peer Education Network college and university chapters in Illinois.
His job at Eastern allows him to coordinate activities and programs through the
university's Health Education Resource Center. He also advises the BACCHUS
Chapter, GAMMA Chapter and P.E.A.C.E. student organizations devoted to providing
peer education and programs advocating healthy life choices. Eastern's BACCHUS
and GAMMA chapters have been nationally and regionally recognized for outstanding
programs and chapters since their inception more than a decade ago. PEACE, the
newest peer group, was recognized this spring by Eastern's student government
organization as the outstanding new recognized student organization.
Davidson, who lives in Charleston but is originally from Neoga, is the son of
Donald and Peg Davidson of Neoga.
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